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"Don’t drive safety up the X-mas tree”

(Editor’s note -- The holidays should be a magical time for children. Yet each year, hospital
emergency rooms treat about 8,700 people for injuries, such as falls, cuts and shocks, related to
holiday lights, decorations and Christmas trees. In addition, Christmas trees are involved in
about 400 fires annually, resulting in 20 deaths, 70 injuries and an average of more than $20
million in property loss and damage. Young children are particularly at risk for injury from
sharp objects, such as glass ornaments, or from well-intentioned gifts of toys that are not
appropriate to their age. Your comments on any aspect of these newsletters or suggestions for
Group 6’s safety program are encouraged.)

When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label “Fire Resistant.” Although this label
does not mean the tree won’t catch fire, it does indicate the tree will resist burning and
should extinguish quickly.

When purchasing a live tree, check for freshness. A fresh tree is green, needles are hard
to pull from branches and when bent between your fingers, needles do not break. The
trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with resin, and when tapped on the ground, the tree
should not lose many needles.

When setting up a tree at home, place it away from fireplaces and radiators. Because
heated rooms dry live trees out rapidly, be sure to keep the stand filled with water. Place
the tree out of the way of traffic and do not block doorways.

Cut a few inches off the trunk of your tree to expose the fresh wood. This allows for
better water absorption and will help to keep your tree from drying out and becoming a
fire hazard.

Use only noncombustible or flame-resistant materials to trim a tree. Choose tinsel or
artificial icicles of plastic or nonleaded metals. Leaded materials are hazardous if



ingested by children.

e Never use lighted candles on a tree or near other evergreens. Always use nonflammable
holders and place candles out of children's reach.

e Wear gloves to avoid eye and skin irritation while decorating with spun glass “angel
hair.” Follow container directions carefully to avoid lung irritation while decorating with
artificial-snow sprays.

e Dispose of the tree properly. Never burn a real Christmas tree in a fireplace.

(Note to all Group 6 personnel: Neither the Aircrew Safety Briefing nor the 60-Second Safety
Advisor are meant to be top-down only. Comments, criticisms, suggestions and contributions are
welcome and may be incorporated into future issues. Send comments to
cbagdikian@bak.rr.com.)
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