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Margin of Safety 
 
Because we live such fast-paced lives, we seem to have 
mastered the ability to get to our next commitment just on time 
(or maybe even fashionably late).  We know how long it takes to 
get to the office, to get across town, to get to the airport, or 
anywhere else that our routine takes us.  As long as we don't run 
into any problems we can manage to accomplish our objectives 
for the day.  However, what happens when something 
unexpected happens; the phone that rings as you are running 
out the door, the road construction that has traffic detoured, the 
flat tire, or any of a multitude of other events that can interrupt 
your schedule.  When we get in a hurry we will take risks that we 
wouldn't normally take.  We will also find that we are more 
distracted, more anxious, and more careless.  So, include a 
margin of safety in your schedule, plan to get there 10 minutes 
early, if everything goes well and you actually arrive early, relax 
for a few minutes (that's a rare treat!).  Planning for the 
unexpected and including a margin of safety in your schedule will 
increase the likelihood of arriving at your destination safely - and 
on-time.     
 

                                                                                       

                                                                        


