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The Silent Killer — Carbon Monoxide

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, tasteless and toxic gas produced as
a by-product of combustion. Any fuel-burning appliance, vehicle, tool or
other device has the potential to produce dangerous levels of carbon
monoxide gas. The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) reports
that approximately 200 people per year are killed by accidental CO
poisoning with an additional 5000 people injured. You can protect your
family against this silent killer by installing CO detectors in your home.

The CPSC recommends a detector on each floor of a residence. At a
minimum, a single detector should be placed on each sleeping floor with an
additional detector in the area of any major gas burning appliances such as a
furnace or water heater. Installation in these areas ensures rapid detection of
any potentially malfunctioning appliances and the ability to hear the alarm
from all sleeping areas. In general, carbon monoxide detectors should be
placed high (near the ceiling) for most effective use. Detectors should also
not be placed within fifteen feet of gas-fueled appliances. Consult the
manufacturers installation instructions for proper placement of a detector
within a given area.
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